Cities with the worst outdoor air pollution

Pollution is defined as airborne particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter (PM10).
Values shown are annual averages in micrograms per cubic meter of air.
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Shahsavani, A. and et al. Characterization of ionic composition of TSP and PM10 during
Meddle Eastern Dust (MED) storms in Ahwaz, Iran. Dec 2011, Journal of
“‘ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT”.
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Here are the world’s worst cities
for air pollution, and they’re not
the ones you’d expect

By Ritchie King and Lily Kuo October 18, 2013

Exposure to air pollution is getting worse in parts of the world, especially
industrializing countries, according to the WHO. The WHO’s key

announcement yesterday was that it has included outdoor air pollution on its

definitive list of the world’s known carcinogens—an addition that, it hopes,
will get governments to do something about it. Air pollution is the world’s
worst environmental carcinogen and more dangerous than second-hand

smoke, for instance, the health body said.

As the chart above shows, the cities with the worst air are often not big
capitals, but provincial places with heavy industry in them or nearby. Ahwaz,
for instance, in southwestern Iran, far outstrips infamously polluted cities like
New Delhi or Beijing, with 372 parts per million of particles smaller than 10
micrometers (PM10), compared to the world average of 71. Life expectancy for

the city of 1.2 million residents is the lowest in Iran.
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Cities with the worst outdoor air pollution

Pollution is defined as airborne particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter (PM10).
Values shown are annual averages in micrograms per cubic meter of air.

Overall

Ahwaz, [ran
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
Sanandaj, Iran
Ludhiana, India
Quetta, Pakistan
Kermanshah, Iran
Peshawar, Pakistan
Gaborone, Botswana
Yasouj, Iran

Kanpur, India

India

Ludhiana
Kanpur
Delhi

FIVE MOST

Lucknow
POLLUTED

Indore
Mumbai OTHER CITIES
Bangalore [ N EEER) OF INTEREST

China

Lanzhou 150

Xining
Urumgqi 140

Jinan 123

Beijing
Shanghai

Hong Kong

European Union

Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Sofia, Bulgaria [
Krakéw, Poland
Pleven, Bulgaria
Thessaloniki, Greece |3

paris 3
London
Berlin

United States
Bakersfield, CA
Fresno, CA
Riverside, CA
Fairbanks, AK [JEHd— Also Hilo, HI, Modesto, CA, and Visalia, CA

Los Angeles
Chicago
New York

Ritchie King | Quartz | gz.com Data: World Health Organization
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Why so bad? In Ahwaz, Iranian meteorology officials have blamed the US for

the spike, claiming the presence of US forces in Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war

of the 1980s destroyed agriculture and caused desertification. But researchers
cite heavy industry in and around the city, like oil, metal and petrochemical
processing, and blame the desertification on the draining of marshes and a

national project that has diverted local water away from the city.
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